Reconstruction of extensive tissue defects of the scalp by microsurgical composite tissue transplantation.
Two cases of severe and extensive electrical burns of the scalp and skull are presented. Large segments of composite groin tissue were successfully transplanted to cover the scalp defects. Microvascular surgical techniques were employed. Both patients had short postoperative hospitalizations. It is possible that a cranioplasty may now be performed as a second stage under the healed full-thickness skin. The advantages of providing a thick protective skin cover in a single operation are outlined.